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while practically, we fear, they are paramount to higher considerations. 
Had Mr. Helper confined himself to these statistical comparisons, his 
book would have been impregnable in its reasonings, and could hardly 
have failed of exerting a powerful influence on his own side of the 
great question. But the effect of his statements is vitiated by the fre- 
quent use of terms of opprobrium and contempt for his opponents, and 
by the suggestion of modes of action impossible in the very nature of 
things, and, in our view, unjustifiable were they possible. He appeals 
to the non-slaveholding majority of the white population of the South, 
and urges upon them a distinct organization, whose watchwords shall be 
non-intercourse and proscription as to all the supporters of slavery. 
This plan would be impracticable, inasmuch as the major part of those 
to whom the appeal is addressed are directly dependent on slaveholders, 
and would be driven to starvation were they to assume this hostile atti- 
tude. But were such a proceeding practicable, we have grave objec- 
tions to it, as involving a disruption of social ties and obligations among 
neighbors and fellow-citizens, and creating a condition of things which 
would be attended with all the rancor and malignity of civil war. If 
slavery is ever to be abolished, (and we doubt not it will be,) it must 
be first modified, and then abrogated, by the action of those immediately 
connected with the institution ; and they can be moved in this direction 
only by their conviction of the impolicy or the wrongfulness of their pres- 
ent position. Whatever can tend to produce such conviction we cordially 
welcome. Emancipation, as fast and as soon as it can be thus effected, 
will be an unspeakable blessing to our country and our race. Emanci- 
pation forced (were it possible, which it is not) upon an unconvinced 
and recalcitrant body of slaveholders, would leave the enslaved to all 
the disabilities and wrongs of serfdom, without the protection now 
largely extended to them by the sentiments of humanity and the con- 
siderations of interest involved in the relation of ownership. 



22. — C. Julius CLesar's Commentaries on the Gallic War: Elucidated 
by English Notes, Critical and Explanatory, and Illustrated by Maps, 
Plans of the Battles, Views, and a Lexicon of all the Words con- 
tained in the Text. By N. C. Brooks, A. M., President of the Bal- 
timore Female College. New York: A. S. Barnes and Burr. 1859. 
12mo. pp. 351. 

On opening this volume, we were at first inclined to look no farther 
than the Dedication, which runs as follows : " To Lieut-General Win- 
field Scott, of the United States Army, the greatest commander of 
modern times, these Commentaries of the greatest general of antiquity 



1859.] Nichols's hours with the evangelists. 569 

are respectfully inscribed by the Editor." This is in sufficiently bad 
taste, it must be confessed, though we are by no means disposed to 
deny the title of our gallant countryman to stand at the head of his 
profession. But the book is one of unsurpassed excellence in its kind, 
and might tempt even the veteran scholar to read Cajsar over again. 
An admirably written life of Julius Caesar precedes the text, which is 
printed without comment, and interspersed freely with illustrative 
engravings, that present vividly to the eye the principal military posi- 
tions and movements of the narrative. Then follow the notes, which 
explain neither too much nor too little, and which, unlike many of the 
misty and inelegant annotations in our school editions of the classics, 
actually interpret the passages on which the pupil needs their aid. 
These notes are descriptive as well as explanatory, are rendered the 
more valuable by apposite quotations from classical and other writers, 
and contain a great number of illustrative wood-cuts. The Lexicon 
serves at once the purpose of a general and special vocabulary, and a 
classical and biographical dictionary. There are other school editions 
of the classics which are equally faithful to their plan and purpose ; but 
we are acquainted with none which undertakes so much, and accom- 
plishes it so thoroughly, as this. 



23. — Hours with the Evangelists. By I. Nichols, D. D., Late Pastor 
of the First Church in Portland, Maine. Vol. I. Boston : Crosby, 
Nichols, & Co. 1859. 

Dr. Nichols was well known in the diminished ranks of his con- 
temporaries, and to not a few of later generations, not only as an ear- 
nest student through life, and a profound scholar, but even more, as 
unsurpassed for close thought and cogent reasoning in metaphysics, 
ethics, and theology. The work, which while we write is passing 
through the press, and of which we have seen the sheets of two or 
three hundred pages, was left by him completed, but without the final 
revision which was to precede its publication. This latter task has 
been undertaken by one who brings to it competency for the delicate 
duty, and loving reverence for the author. The work is anti-Straussian 
in its specific purpose, but covers a much larger ground than is involved 
in the Straussian controversy. It commences with general views and 
reasonings as regards revelation, miracles, the relation of Christ to the 
ages, and the primary characteristics and offices of the Christian reve- 
lation. It then reviews, in the order of time, the leading events in the 
evangelic narrative, making each the nucleus for such meditations or 
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